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.(•■^FRESSED 3Y THE IMPACT OF THE "PEACEFUL REVOLUTION 
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Tr.z CZECH PEOPLE. 50TH WORKERS AND INTELLECTUALS 
SUPPORT DU3CEK, WHO, HOWEVER, FACES DIFFICULTIES WITH 
ENTP.EMCHED HARD-LINERS IN PARTY AND GOVERNMENT POSTS. 
DUSCEK PLANS TO ORGANIZE A GROUND-SWELL OF SUPPORT FROM 

t 

T^'E 3ASIC PARTY ORGANIZATIONS TO FORCE THESE HARD-LINERS 
TO COOPERATE. EVENTUALLY HE HOPES TO ELIMINATE THEM 3Y 
DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS. HE WILL DELAY CONVENING A PARTY 
CONGRESS UNTIL HE CAN COUNT ON SUFFICIENT SUPPORT TO 



PUT THROUGH HIS POLICIES. 

ADDITIONi^t CHANGES EXPECTED IN THE PARTY AND GOVERNMENT 
APPARATUS AND COMMENTED ON THE ROLE PLAYED 3Y THE SOVIET 
!IN lOM VIS-A-VIS THE NEW CZECHOSLOVAK LINE. 


END OF SUMMARY. 




GREATLY IN;PRE..5EC 3YTHE NEW SITUATION , 

IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND PARTICULARLY IN PRAGUE. THE PEOPLE 

:iAD AWAKENED FROM INDIFFERENCE AND PASSIVITY AND WERE 

AGAIN TAKING AN ACTIVE INTEREST IN POLITICS AND PARTICIPATING 


IN POLITICAL EVENTS 
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^^=.=^■£35iC■^J THAT T H£ CZECH CO'I.'I UM I ST PARTY (KSC) UNDER ITS 

:;ej leade.s sh ip vas creating a new type of socialism 


'w:-Tc:-: shcl'L^ se de.mocs at ic , liberal and decent, such a 

'.■■•ANGE HAS -NOT OCCURRED IN YUGOSLAVIA, HUNGARY OR ROMANIA 


IS RE'"OTE FROM ANYTHING IN THE USSR TODAY. 




THE.RE IS GREAT HOPE IN THE KSC LEADERSHIP THAT THE 
"PEACEFUL REVOLUTION" WILL SUCCEED BECAUSE IT IS SUPPORTED 
GY GOTH WORKERS AND INTELL ECT UAL S . THE INITIATIVE 
CE.RTAINLY CAME FROM THE INTELLECTUALS BUT, TO THE SURPRISE 

i. 

SF THE HARD-LINERS LED BY ANTONIN NOVOTNY, THE WORKERS IN 
THE FACTORIE.S HAD ALSO SUPPORTED THE NEW PE'.O;. ..0.. 

•P^VOTN Y TR lED TO SET THE WORKERS AGAINST THE INTELLIGENTSIA 
■T. WHEN THE WORKERS FAILED TO SUPPORT HIM HE WAS ISOLATED 
AH irt-ii?.\:.DNL Y A .MATTER, OF TIME UNTIL HE HAD TO GO. 

THE NEW PARTY LEADERSHIP 


0 . 



FACES GREAT DIFFICULTIES BECAUSE MOST OF THE PARTY 

■ AT 'IS AMD MA.MY GOVERNMENTAL POSTS ARE STILL STAFFED 

:V PART / F'jNCT lOUAR lES WHO OWE THEIR JOBS TO PARTY LOYALTY 

.■•..-.T:’ER THAh; ABILITY. MOST OF THESE PEOPLE SEE THEIR JOBS 

THREATENED AND THEREFORE OPPOSE THE NEW PARTY LINE. SINCE 
S T 
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T'-'-: NEW PARTY LEADERS WANT TO PROCEED IN A OE'IOCRATIC 
FASHION THEY CANNOT SUM.NARILY DISIIISS THESE FUNCTIONARIES. 
THEY ARE THEREFO.RE SI.'^PLY 3IDING THEIR T L'lE AND HAVE P'JT 


O' — • 

• )r r ) 


Sirr-IO.N IN-3 A PARTY CONGRESS UNTIL THE POSIT ON OF THE NEW 


IROUP HA'S STA3LIZED. THE NEW LEADERSHIP IS CONFIDENT OF 
EVENTUAL VICTORY, HOWEVER, BECAUSE IT 3ELIEVE3 IT CAN 
COUNT ON THE OVER WHEL^'I I NG SUPPORT OF THE PEOPLE. 

4. REGARDING THE SITUATION IN THE KSC PRESIDIU.W WHEN 
DUoCEK WAS ELECTED FIRST SECRETARY, 

i, 

THtl'tEFEAT OF NOVOTNY 3ECAHE POSSIBLE ONLY AFTER 
THE PRESIDIU'1 HAD SEEN , ENLARGED 3Y ADDING FO’JK HE:13ERS. 
THF. increased ilEflBER SH IP OF THE PRESIDIUM HAD 3EEN 




PRESENTED TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE AS NECESSARY 'TO 
•'PRESENT. ALL SECTORS OF POLITICAL LIFE” AND HAD BEEN 

* < I 

ACCEPTED AS LOGICAL, HOWEVER, THIS HAD BEEN DUSCEK’S TACTIC 
TO OBTAIN A MAJORITY OF THE VOTES. 

5. THE SITUATION IN THE PRESENT CENTRAL COMMITTEE IS 
ALSO A PROBLEM TO THE NEW PARTY LEADERSHIP. MANY OF THE 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS WERE NOT ELECTED DEMOCRATICALLY 
BUT APPOINTED AFTER NOMINATION BY THE PARTY APPARATUS 
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(.REGIONAL SEC.RETARIAT3 AND CENTRAL SECR ET ,AR I AT ) . MANY OF 
THESE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS FEAR THAT THEY WILL LOSE 
THEIR POSITIONS UNDER THE NEW LEADERSHIP AND THEREFORE 
.A.RE in OPPOSIT ion. DIJ3CEK INTENDS TO FORCE THESE INDIVIDUALS 
TO VOTE FOR HIS POLICIES 3Y HOLDING A SERIES OF MEETINGS AT 
THE LOWER PA.HTY ORGANIZATION LEVEL. HE IS CERTAIN OF HIS 
STREMGT:i ;;ERE AND WHEN THE LOWER PARTY ORGANIZATIONS 
EXPRE.SS THEIR POSITION IN THE FORM OF RESOLUTIONS SUPPORTING 
PIISCEK THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS WILL HAVE TO REGARD 
THESE AS-**£>IRECT IVES FROM THE PEOPLE THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO 

% 

REPRESENT. 

5. A SIMILAR PROCEDURE WILL SUBSEQUENTLY BE PREPARED 
AT A LATER DATE FOR CH05ING REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE PARTY 
::ONGR£-S*-»; THE DELEGATES TO THE CONGRESS WILL BE ELECTED 
IV: A DEMOCRATIC MANNER AND THESE WILL THEN ELECT THE 
■members OF THE NEW CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 


E T 





1.5(C) 

34(b)(1) 


THERE WOULD 3E MANY MORE 

IMPORTANT PERSONNEL CHANGES IN 30TH THE PARTY AND 

$ 

■GOVERNMENT APPARATUS. A GENERAL REORGANIZATION OF THE 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT IS EXPECTED WITH THE SLOVAKS BEING 
GIVEN CONSIDERABLY MORE AUTONOMY THAN PREVIOUSLY. IT 
IS WIDELY BELIEVED THAT MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
VACLAV DAVID, WILL BE REPLACED EITHER BY OTOKA.R KL ICKA , 
FORMER DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER AND PRESENT AMBASSADOR 


TO CAIRO, OR DR. JlRl HAJEK, PRESENT MINISTER OF EDUCATION. 




THERE I5?’*ALSO SPECULATION THAT PRIME MINISTER UOZEF lENART 


WILL BE REPLACED BY HIS DEPUTY, OLDRICH CERNIK. THE FACT 
THAT CERNIK RECENTLY WENT TO MOSCOW FOR NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH KOSYGIN SEEN AS AN INDICATION THAT HE WILL BE THE 
FI;T URE--PR.1ME M IN ISTER . 

" f 

8. ANOTHER IMPORTANT ' QUEST ION IS THE ROLE TO BE PLAYED 
BY DR. OTA 3IK, THE LEADING CZECH ECONOMIST WHO PREPARED 
THE PROGRAM FOR ECONOMIC REORGANIZATION. HIS PROGRAM 
■CREATED ■MANY PROBLEMS AMD WAS STRONGLY OPPOSED BY THE 
NOVOTNY GROUP. EVEN TODAY THE "3IK PLAN” IS CONSIDERED BY 
MANY PARTY OFFICIALS AS GOING TOO FAR TOO FAST. IT IS ALSO 


BELIEVED THAT MOSCOW DOES NOT FULLY AGREE WITH THIS NEW 
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ZC'j:iC’'!!C ?RC3RA’1. SIK WAS EXPECTED TO BECOME DEPUTY 
PRIME MINISTER IN CHARGE OF ECONOMIC PLANNING AND THE ENTIRE 
economic SECTOR. HIS FUTURE APPOINTMENT CAN 3E VIEWED 
A5 AN INDICATION OF HOW FAR THE NEW REGIME IS WILLING TO GO 
OR CAN GO IN THE FIELD OF ECONOMIC LIBERALISM. 



THE USSR. HAD CONCENTRATED 


ITS TROOPS ON THE CZECH-EAST GERMAN BORDER IN CASE OF 
emergency DURING THE LAST TWO WEEKS." 

DID NOT 3C|*^£VE THAT THE SOVIETS VIEW THE RECENT EVENTS 
IN CiECHOSLOVAKIA FAVORABLY. REGARDING THE COMMUNIST 
SUMMIT MEETING IN DRESDEN, EAST GERMANY, ON 23 MARCH 1968, 

THE SITUATION IN THE C3SR WAS THE MAIN 


-•;P1C OF DISCUSSION. 


LIMIT ON HOW 'FAR DU3CEK COULD GO. 


THE SOVIETS PUT A 


MOSCOW 



THE MAIN OBSTACLE TO A REAL DEMOCRATIZATION AND 
LI3ERALIZAT ION OF THE SOCIALIST REGIME, 

IF THE NEW LEADERSHIP IN PRAGUE PROCEEDS 


TAREFULLY AND STEP-BY-STEP GOOD PROGRESS CAN BE MADE 


O A 


r 


'N 78825 


PAGE 8 OF g PAGES 


E T 


liteofion I 


fditsem controls) 


13. 


THERE WAS NO 


ANTI-SOCIALIST OR ANTI-SOVIET i'lOVE.IENT INVOLVED IN THE NEW 


POLTICAL EVOLUTION IN THE CSSR . 


ONLY aBsTRCNj 


^OVECIENT FOR DEMOCRATIZATION AND LIBERALIZATION OF THE 
SYSTEM 


IN VIEW OF ITS 3E0GRAPHIC SITUATION AND ITS POLITICAL 
ECONOMIC AND MILITARY IMPORTANCE TO THE. USSR AND THE 
SOVIET BLOC, THE CSSR CANNOT START AN ANT I -SOC I AL 1ST OR 

:i. ii. 

ANTI-sdv'iET POLICY. THE USSR WOULD NOT ALLOW THIS. THIS 
IS THE MAIN LINE WHICH THE NEW REGIME MUST FOLLOW AND 

THE NEW LEADERSHIP KNOWS THIS VERY WELL ^ 


DID NOT CONSIDER DUBCEK AS SOMEONE 
W ILL I-ffS'^TO START AN ANT I-SOV lET LINE. 


» 4 ^ 


II. REGARDING THE PO.SSIBILITY OF MORE INDEPENDENCE FROM 


THE USSR FOR THE CSSR 


HIS WILL REQUIRE 


LOTS OF TIME AND IT WOULD 9E WRONG TO START SUCH A POLICY 
RIGHT NOW. MO DOUBT THE CSSR NEEDS MORE INDEPENDENCE AND 
MO.ST OF THE PEOPLE SYMPATHIZE WITH THE WEST, 

THE FIRST THING THE 


PEOPLE WANT IS MORE DEMOCRACY AND LIBERTY. THE OTHER 
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PROBLEMS CAN BE FACED LATER AND WE CAN ONLY HOPE THAT 

■ 

THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION WILL BECOME FAVORABLE FOR 

f 

further developments* for the time being we must be 

SATISFIED WITH SMALL CHANGES FOR THE BETTER 
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